Conognatha (Pithiscus) coffeatus sp. nov. and Conognatha (Pithiscus) puris sp. nov., both from the Atlantic Rainforest (type locality: Itatiaia, Rio de Janeiro State, Brazil), are described and illustrated. They differ from each other mainly by the elytral colour pattern, presence of a short longitudinal groove between the vertex and the frons in C. (P.) puris sp. nov., and differences in frons shape, antennae sensory fields, pronotum and aedeagus. The distribution of C. (P.) gounellei is extended to the State of Minas Gerais, Brazil. A modified key to include the new species, as well as illustrations, are presented.
Introduction
Conognatha Eschscholtz, 1829 comprises the subgenera Conognatha s. str. Eschscholtz, 1829, and Pithiscus Solier, 1849 (Bellamy 2008; Gardner 1989) , and is present in Patagonian and Neotropical Regions, with 79 species and five subspecies (Bellamy 2008; Moore & Lander 2010) .
Previous data (Bellamy 2008; Moore & Lander 2010) , as well as examined material, indicate the occurrence of 48 species from the southeast and south regions of Brazil. Together, these regions include approximately 17% of the Brazilian territory and comprise, respectively, the states of Minas Gerais (MG), Espírito Santo (ES), Rio de Janeiro (RJ) and São Paulo (SP), Paraná (PR), Santa Catarina (SC) and Rio Grande do Sul (RS) (IBGE 1992) .
Three biomes can be found in the above area: Atlantic Rainforest (Tropical Deciduous Forest)-extending throughout most of the studied area, Cerrado (Tropical Grassland and Savannah) and Pampas (Grassland). Currently, these states have the greatest density of human population, and lead the economic activities in the country (Embrapa 2007; IBGE 1992) . Even so, their reduced remaining plant communities have a unique biodiversity, still not well known (Embrapa 2007) .
Two new species from Rio de Janeiro State are described and illustrated, as part of a series of studies of the
